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State Pharmacies Face
Corporate Rettyling
otlw,llt Kornienko

City Hall passecl ir rosolution to roor't1a-
nizr: statc-owncrl clrug storcs inlo lirur
stato unitary entcrpriscs, Intcrl'ax re-
portcd Wcclncsdly. Analysts siry this
niay lrcilu the city ltlirns lo privatizc thc
scctor.

Accurcling l<t tltc qovctttol''s l)ross
scrvice, thc lransitiorr is intcndcd to cn-
hance thc supply ol phalntaccuticals to
thc public. "Crcatins phartit:tcy nct-
u,orks will ntakc it possiblc to cetrlralizc
thc purchase ol phat'tnitce uticals, r,vhich,
in turn, lvill krwer-thc priccs of
moclicincs." Ciovcrttot' Valentirra
Matvil'e nko sirirl lircstlity:tt lr tttcclittrl
of the city govcl'unrcnt.

Mcanrvhilc. thc real rciison litr crc-
rrting lhe lirul crtte tpriscs is trot lo unile
sc()r'cs ()l scltttcrr:tl plutrttutcics. argucs
Vllclinrir Gryazne vich ol' Expcrt
Scvcro-Zapad nragazinc. The govern-
mcnt's decrce, Gryazncviclr said in his
rvcckly conrnre nt on Ekho Moskvy St.
Pctcrsburg Fritlay, outlincs thc sanrc
proccclurcs as (hoso ncccssary lirr pre-
salc prcparltion ol thc pharntacics lirr
lirrthcr privirlizirl ion.

Ovcrrrll sirlcs ol St. I)e tcrsbur'{ phitt'-
rnircics rrrc cslittr:rlctl lrl hctlvccn $200
rnillion rrntl lli220 nrilliorr irr 2(X).1 rrntl rrrt'
cxpcclctl lo r,() l.rl) lo lf.)50 rrrillion tlris
1'citr, Ve tlolttosli tcP,,l lr'rl Wctlttr'stlltt'.
Tlte ctttutprisus sLIiri,:e I l() rL ()r r1irrli,/..r
tion rvill sharc ll.orn l0 to 30 pct'ccnt ol'
thc nrirrkcl.

I u'o sl:rlc plr;rr ntirccttlicirl chlrins al-
rclclv exist - Alcxitucie r lritttnittscvtiklt

sunrrcr 2003, Vcclomosti cluotccl Vicc-
C()\'crr)ol Lyurlnrillt Koslkitlt rts sltt ittrr.
As many ls (r9 pharntacios arc loss-
nraking, Interl:rx rcportcd. Kostkina
saicl loss-rlakinil pharrnacics will hardlv
makc it through ncxt sr,lrnlrer il thc rc-
lirrm is not instituted.

Yury Shchcrbuk, head ol the health-
cirrc conrnrittec. said 35 to 39 clrug storcs
rville rrtcr e:rclr ol tlre lirur crtlcrprists.

Both Kostkina and Shchcrbuk. who
do uot voics plirns to privatizc thc statc-
run phurmacics, aclnrit that statc phar-
macics arc unable to contltcte on thc
market. Rcorgitnizirtion shottlcl hclp rc-
cluce aclrninistr-alivc st:rl'l' und arrilllqc .l
centrllizecl nranilgcurcnt syslont Iot' tltc
pharnracics, ofl icials say.

State pharrlacies do havc a nichc in
thc nrarket sincc thcy prcparo
medicines to lill individual prescrip-
tions, clispcnsc narcotic and psy-
chotrol-ric ploducts, ancl scll rncclicincs
to thc Ernorgcncy Ministry.

One rcgion that has succcccled in
pullint stltc-run phlrnracics out ol'thc
crisis is Nizhny Novsorod, Veclonrosti
rcported. Thc town's municipal phar-
rracculical cntcrprise, crcatcd last sum-
mcr, includcs a total of I l1 phrirrnacics
lrncl plr;rrnrirccutical kiosks. The clrain
ruirnirgccl lo ;xry oll' dcbts within thc
lirsl rrrorrllr rrrrtl lrr orrr'.lrl thc Purchlsinl',
tosls ol plt:rrrrr;rt'e ttlic:tls lirr herrclit rc.
t ilricttls tlotvtt lr1' I I'i |rr't ct'ttl.

Accorclirrt lo ( irvrrztte vtr'h rrl l;rPcrI
Sevcrt>Zltpad, il tlte 1.lltirrrtrtccttlicirl e tt-
tcrpriscs arc privatizcci, this rvill "l)ut an
cncl to moncy getting stolon ll'ont thc

3t*tlll Komienko

Unlinrite cl intclnation'al calls - and cvett
videophones - arc now a rcality, St. Pc-
tcrsburg tclecommunications contpany'li'lplrin lrrrrouncod Wcdncsdiry.'l-his
rrrorrllr llre conlpirny will launch it nolv
lrr o;rLllrrrrrl lr'lePhonc scrvicc in thc cit1,.

llrrl t'xpcrls siry thc Iorv unlirttitod
lrccess r lrto rr,ill llc shorl-livucl oncc cottt-
pctinu se rviccs ul)l)cilr: urtly thosc rvith

Installation fecs rarngc bctwecn $99 und
$480, clepe nding orr thc subsct'ibcr plirn.

Telphin's crcator llall-(iroup is lrt-
nrous liu its ollrcr invuslrrturtt proiccls -St. Pctcrsburgls lc;rdinq rvirclcss opcrator
Quuntunr ( irnrnrurricutiorrs and busincss
ccntcrl Atlrlrtoril. Balt-Ciroup, wlrich has
spc n I li-l(X),0(X) on' I clph i n'.s thrcc-nton t h
trial, ustinr:rle:s its tollll initilrl invcstnrcrrl
shoultl arnount to $ L5 Inillion.

Il'thc pro.ject lulrts oLlt Io lte ''loo
'-,.^"1.'. " I].lr fl",.',n'" ,'A'.,.rol ,lir,,.1/\r

clLritc legal, but it has bcen popular with
clicnts, said rnarketing specialist Kon-
stantin Nesterov o[ Goldcn Tclccotn
Moscow, which also l'saturcs thc scrvicc,
although using standarcl tclcphone lirrcs.

In Ncstcrov's opinion, IP o1'rclittots
shoulcl lirrntr.rl:t(c llrcit tlrrgct clicnt
groups rn()rc clclrrly irrttl tlcvckr;> rate s
spccilicrrlly to sttit tltosc trrr!,ct trrotrl)s.
"I llreli'r Ir;rtliliorrlrl lelcpltoncs bccitttse
llttet rtct ptor,irlcrs clttt -tlttitt:ttttce qultl-
il rr troncrrritc irrr. .'r nrrcil rr nrr I v hll rv,',.rr
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lP videophone service using Vizufon units like the one depicted here will be available in St. Petetsburg at the end of March.

IP T.l.phony Reaches City

{
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IN BRIEF

ilntl rell()KUll, uryttzrrcvrLlr J.rr\rr r rrvrv
clrlins arc likely to bc restruclurctl lo
form lhe liltrr ncu, cnlcr'prist's.

r\ lolrrl ol l.l(r slrrlc r rur lrlurr rrlrt it s
ol)crirlc irr tlrc cily, lrs oppose rl to I7I irr

Pulkovo Passengers
I ST. PETIIRSTIUR(i (SP't')
Pulkovo Airlines incrcasctl passcnger
carriage in January-Fcbruary 2004 by
20.7 perccnt ovcr the sanre pcriod in
2C/J.3, to 257,45,5 piisscngers, I nterl ;rx rc-
portcd Thursclay.

Donrestic clrlriago was uJ) by 12.3
pcrccnt to l4tl,li07 passcngcrs, ancl in-
tcrrrational carriage - inclucling the
CIS countrics - rvas up bv 34.5 pcrccnt
to 108,(r3li lrassensers in .lunuary-
Fcbruary 2004.

Frcight carriagc rvas also up, by l5
pcrccnt.

Thc stltc unitarv cntcrpr-isc Pulkur,<r
comtrirrcs thc airpurt ancl tho airlinc.
Pr"rlkovo'.s llce t o[ rirplancs includcs -l(r
Russian-nracle plancs.

I ST. PETERSBURG (SPT)- Balti-
isky Zt:<>cl shipbuilclers suppliccl
Transoccan Shipnranagcrnent, u Gcr-
lnan company, rvith a scconcl tanke r lirr
shipping chcmiclls, Intcrlax rcportcd
Wednesclay.

The vcsscl, dubbed thc Georg Ess-
bergcr in honor of one of thc lbunclcrs
o[ the Gcrnran corxp:rny, will bc usccl to
ship chcrnicals hclrvcen contincntal Eu-
ropc and Scandinavia.

"Coopcration with Baltiisky Zavod
was a vcry irrtcrcsting and uscl'ul cxpcri-
cncc lirr our conrpiury," said Stclan
Polornsky, nranaging clirector ol
Transocean Shipnranagemont in a press
releasc.

Sirnilar tankers cost bctlvcen $12
million and $20 million on tlrc world
rnarket depcncling on thc vcssel's
clcadivcight and Ireight hanclling
cquiprncnt.

Ilim Production Up
I S'l: I'lr'l'lrllsBUItC (SI'1-) - Ilirr
Pulp Entcrpriscs incrcascd procluction
of pulp antl paper in Jirnuary 2fi)4 year-
on-year by 6.8 percent to 208,600 tons, a
company prcss rclease said Wedncsdzry.

Ccllulose prorJuction was up by 4.7
pcrccnt l<t 123,220 tons, cardboarcl pnr-
cluction wcnt up by 12.6 pcrccnt to
60,[t60 tons rvhilc trade papcr wcnt up
by 1 perccnt lo 20,760 tons.

Prorluction ol sawn goocls went clown
in January 2(X)4 by 16.3 perccnt to 32.3fi)
cubic mctcrs. -Ihc company prcss rclcasc
citccl inclcnrent wcather as thc causc 1or
Lln(icr-tiu gst clcliveries oi tirrrbcr.

Ilinr Pulp L,ntclpriscs ploclLrccs (il
pcrccnt ol' ccllulosc in Russia and 77
pcrc0nt ol' c:rrclboarcl.

r sT. I,E'|ERSBURC (SPT) - The
PayCash intcrnational group <ll'conrpa-
nies invcstcd lrouncl $30 milli<ln in busi-
ness clcvciopulcnl ovcr the coursc of
thrce ycars, dcputy chairnran of the
board Viktor Dostov tolcl journtrlists at a
press conI'crcncc Tucsclay.

Dostov saicl (hc tuncls wero uscd to
implcrlcnt PlyCaslr projccts irr Russia,
thc Unitecl Statcs. Arrrenia. Latvia ancl
Ukraine.

PayCash launched thc iDealer of-
llinc paynrcnt svslem in St. Pctersburg
in March. The thirty pilot payrncnt sta-
tions opcncd in fall 2003 average
100,000 rubles per month in payments.

The PayCash system was dcveloped
to irnprove paymcnts via thc Internct.

In July 2003 the company signcd a
cleal with Yanclex that resulted in the
Yanclex.Dcrrgi projcct uniting about
-500 Internct rclailcrs.

i\lrrtviycnko.s le :rnr uncle rstirntl thc goocl
l)r r)sl)r'r'ls ol ;rr iv;11i7,,11,,,t lrtrl Ilil to cle
livt'r llrc irtlorrrurliort to llrc ;lutrlic,
( irylrzrrcvich slricl.

'Ielphin's olfer is basccl orr a l'lat
rnorrtlrly subscribcr l'e c ol'$49 lllowirrs
tunlcstriclotl cull tinrc to Russiir, Ifu-
ropc, the United Statcs and a numbcl'
ol'oihcr regions, the conipany'.s gerreral
tlircctor Yckatcrina Pankratova said.

" l used to spend at least $200 a month
on intclcity arrcl intcrnaliorral calls, ancl
rxrw I anr ablc to call anywhcre lirr a rca-
sonable price," said Olcg Zagonkin, di-
rector ol'City Express St. Pe tersburg, one
of 30 companies that completcd a free
thrce-rnonllr trial of Telphin.

The service can bc installed in homcs
and ol'ficcs equipped with a declicated
Internet channel, such as thc Asynrnret-
ric Digital Subscribcr Linc, or ADSL.

Sc'rgey Zhidkikh said, aclditional funds
lvill hirvc to hc :lllrilctc(l.

Ft cclucnt crrllcrs will cost 'ltlphin
rttottey. I'lrrtkr;rlr)vit vli(l irt lrrt irrlcrvir'u.
but thosc who rrrirkt: only rr couplc ol cx-
pensivc calls per nrunth will hrirrg prolit.

Stanislav Rybalko ol' Moscow'.s lcrul-
ing telecommunications cquipnrcnt tlis-
tributor CompTek said thc l'lat ratc con-
copt is not l'lexiblc cnough to suit thc di-
vcrse nccds o{ clients. The project\ sig-
nil'icant drawback is that it offers no
billing, he said in a tclcphorrc inte rvicw.

Telphin also oflers direct numbers to
citics like Ncw York.

Thc ofl'er to rcnt direct numbers in
olhcr Russian antl lorcign citics is not

my home and the provroer-s equrp-
rne nt," Nestcrov said.

ln Mosc<lw, In(e rnct provitlcr Zcnon,
which occasionally ol'lcrs IP phono sor-
viccs to corporatc clicnts. was surprisr:cl
hy llrc unlirnitecl ratr: proposecl by Tcl-
plrin.'l'ario.Nct lncl OSS oil'er rvorlcl IP
corrncction rirrrgirtg lrctwcen 3 ancl 40
ccn(s pcl rrrinutc, clepcnding on (hc coun-
(ry and thc lypc ol'phono bcing callccl.
Ncitlrcr ol thcm has tricd a l'lat ratc.

At the e ncl ol'Mirrch,'lclphin will in-
troducc onc nrorc llat ratc pl;rn. lror an
installation Icc ol'$tt00, two IP vidco-
phuncs can bc hookcd up in any two lo-
cations in thc world as part of tho St.
Potersburg network,

AIR FRAXGE
making the sky the best place on earlh 
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Baltiislry ZrodTanker $30M in PayCash


